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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
INAUGURAL MEETING. 


The Hon. Secretary has asked us to draw special attention to the 
opening meeting of the 1907-8 Session, which is to be held at the London 
Institution on October 16th, but we do not think we can add anything to 
what he himself has said on another page. The importance of the occasion 
should appeal to all, and we shall be surprised if the attendance does not 
create a record. 

Visitors will be heartily welcomed, and here we would remind members 
that attendance at the monthly meetings is not their only duty to the 
Association. There should exist something of a missionary spirit, and 
that spirit should manifest itself in an effort to advertise, and to increase 
the membership of the Association. The commencement of a new Session 
is an opportune time for recruiting, and in this work all could, and 
should, engage. 

Full particulars of the Inaugural meeting appear in the Sessional 
Programme overleaf, and we hope each member will do what he can to 
make the gathering a memorable one. 


TENTH ANNUAL DINNER. 


This function will take place at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., 
on Wednesday, November 20th. Tickets, 3/6 each. Full particulars of 
the arrangements will appear next month. 

Offers of musical assistance are invited, and may be communicated to 
Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, Public Library, Plumstead, who has the arrange- 
ments in hand. 





LECTURES ON TENNYSON AND BROWNING. 


Mr. Lawrence Inkster, Chief Librarian of Battersea, has kindly pro- 
mised to recommend the free issue of tickets to the University Extension 
Lectures to be held at the Battersea Town Hall to any member of the 
L.A.A. who would care to attend. The subject of the lectures—which 
commence on Thursday evening, October 17th, and are to be continued 
on Thursdays until May, 1908—is the two most important poets of the 
last half of the nineteenth century, Tennyson and Browning. Application 
for tickets should be made through the General Secretary of the L.A.A. 





ENGLISH LITERARY HISTORY, 1750—1850. 


Lectures on Thursday evenings at King’s College, London, by R. S. 
Bate, M.A. Library students admitted at half-price, i.e., 10s. 6d. per 
course. Tickets to be obtained of the Hon. Sec., Education Committee, 
Library Association. 


Other lectures of interest to assistants are announced on page 16. 








Library Assistants’ Association 


(FOUNDED 1395). 


Chairman : Hon. Treasurer: Hon. Secretary : 
W. Benson Thorne, W. Geo. Chambers. W. Berwick Sayers, 
Bromley, Poplar. Plumstead, Woolwich, Central Library, Croydon. 


THIRTEENTH SESSION, 1907-8. 
Programme of Monthly Meetings. 


The Committee welcomes unreservedly all members, assistants, and 
others interested, to these meetings. Every paper will be discussed, and 
fewer papers than last Session have purposely been prepared, inorder to allow 
time at each meeting for adequate discussion. Strangers attending will 
find it advantageous to introduce themselves at the meetings to the Hon. 
Secretaries, who will take great pleasure in introducing them to other 
members of the Association; no member nor friend need remain away 
because he or she does not know other members. 


Note.—Generally speaking, the business part of the programme only 
is given here. There will be social features at many of the meetings. 
These will be announced in due course in ‘** The Library Assistant.”’ 
Members are requested to remember that punctuality is a 

courtesy to our hosts and to the readers of papers. 


MICHAELMAS' TERM. 


October 16th. 8.0 p.m. INAUGURAL Meetinc. Tue Lecture 

THEATRE, Lonpon Institution, Finspury Circus, E.C. 

Frank Pacy, Esq., Chief Librarian, Westminster 
Public Libraries, in the Chair. 

Inaugural Address by PROFESSOR ISRAEL 
GOLLANCZ, M.A., LITT.D., of King’s College, London 
University. 

The Address may be supplemented by remarks from prominent mem- 
bers of the profession, but there will be no general discussion. 


November 13th. 7.30 p.m. NewiNGToN Pusiic Lisrary and CuMING 
Museum, SOUTHWARK. 


7.30 p.m. Junior paper: Charles E. Thomas, The Bishopsgate 
Institute. ‘* Information Hunting.”’ 

Synopsis: Importance of this phase of Reference Library work; 
qualifications of and knowledge required by assistant; the various 
enquiries and enquirers; how to proceed; aids; method of keeping 
record of information obtained for subsequent use; _ register of 
queries. 

8.15 p.m. Senior paper: H. Rutherford Purnell, Librarian-in- 
Charge, Croydon Central Reference Library. ‘* Local Literature 
and its Collection.’’ 

Synopsis: Introductory: area represented and centralization; classi- 
fication, cataloguing, etc.; extension of collections; photographic 
surveys. 

December tith. 7.30 p.m. CENTRAL Pusiic Liprary, LAVENDER HILL 
Battersea, S.W. 
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7.30 p.m. Junior paper: Richard Wright, Croydon Central 
Lending Library. ‘‘ Staff Guilds, Clubs and Reading Circles.” 


Synopsis: The necessity of staff co-operation; how this may be 
attained; the organization and work of staff guilds, clubs and circles; 
activities that can be undertaken; results to be derived. 


8.15 p.m. Conference on ‘‘THE EDUCATION OF THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT.”’ 
To be opened in brief papers by :— 

- Benson Thorne, District Librarian, Bromley, Poplar. 
Chairman L.A.A. 

Henry T. Coutts, Librarian, North Library, Islington, Vice- 
Chairman, L.A.A. 

Miss M. Gilbert, Librarian-in-Charge, North Branch, Fulham. 


LENT AND SUMMER TERM. 


January 8th. 7.30 p.m. Inaucurat Meetinc. This will 
probably be held at THe GuILDHALL LisBRary. 
Inaugural Address by HENRY GUPPY, Esgq., M.A., 
Librarian, The $ohn Rylands Library, Manchester. 


This Meeting should attract a large attendance. Mr. Guppy has 
many friends among the present and past members of the Associa- 
tion, several of whom attended his lectures on Bibliography in London 
ten years ago. Mr. Guppy directs classes in Librarianship at the 
Manchester School of Technology, and for many years he has been 
an enthusiastic and persistent worker for the educational advancement 
of librarians. Mr. Guppy’s reputation as a librarian and bibliographer 
is too familiar to need comment. 


February 12th. 7.30 p.m. Pusiic Liprary, CHURCH STREET, STOKE 
NEWINGTON, N. 


Senior paper: W. C. Berwick Sayers, Sub-Librarian, Croydon 
Public Libraries. ‘The Principles of Classification.” 


This is not an attempt to describe systems, but a simple statement 
of the fundamental logical principles which the great classifiers have 
a ig to underlie all classification whether of knowledge or of 
ooks. 


Synopsis: The process of the mind in arranging observation of ideas, 
and things; the abstracting of qualities; the Tree of Porphyory as an 
example of simple classification; knowledge classification—its order 
from the general to the special; the adapting of knowledge classifica- 
tion to books, its practical difficulties and necessary compromises; 
parts of a bibliographical classification; headings, hierarchy of 
schedules, modulation of terms, notation, index; some canons of classi- 
fication by which any scheme can be tested. Text books :—Jevons: 
Principles of Science. Richardson: Classification. Brown: Subject 
Classification. Sayers: Some Canons of Classification (L.A. Record, 
IX.: 425-442, 1907). 


March 12th. 7.30 p.m. CENTRAL PusBiic LiprRaryY, HAMMERSMITH, W. 

7.30 p.m. Senior paper: James D. Stewart, Chief Assistant, 
Islington. ‘‘ Preliminaries in Starting a Library.” 

Synopsis: Library organization in general; organization versus acci- 

dent; Committee organization; adoption of Acts, appointment of 


officers; Librarian organization; statistical and financial basis, and 
other preliminary work; the organization of library organization. 


April 18th. CenTRAL LipRARY, PECKHAM RoaD, CAMBERWELL, S.E. 
5.0 p.m. Reception by the Chairman of the Libraries’ Committee. 
5.30 p.m. Tea. 

6.30 p.m. Visit to the Passmore Edwards South London Art Gallery, 
and the Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts, Peckham Road. 
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7.0 p.m. Inspection of the Local Collection of paintings, drawings, 
and curios, relating to Sir Richard Burton. 

7.30 p.m. Junior paper: Miss Olive E. Clarke, North Library, 
Islington. ‘‘ Learning to Catalogue.”’ 

Synopsis: Introductory; aims and objects of cataloguing; various 
kinds of cataloguing codes; division of cataloguing work; some diff- 
culties and dangers for the beginner—how to overcome them. 

Senior paper: James D. Young, Sub-Librarian, Greenwich. ‘‘ The 
Compilation of Select Bibliographies.’’ 

Synopsis: The difficulty of using the ordinary bibliography owing to 
its size, the lack of annotative and evaluatory notes, want of uniformity 
in arrangement, and frequent absence of indexes. The most select 
of select bibliographies; how to find and catalogue them. The com- 
pilation of reading lists 

May 13th. 7.30p.m. TwicKENHAM PuBLic LIBRARY. 
8.15 p.m. Senior paper: J. Frederick Hogg, Sub-Librarian, 
Battersea Public Libraries. ‘* Central Control of Libraries and its 


Advantages.”’ 

Synopsis: Library progress; libraries as educational institutions; 
their control by the L.C.C.; its advantage from a borrower’s point of 
view; school libraries; duplication of service; technical libraries; 
administration; staff; assistants; examinations; hours of duty; 
salaries; financial control. 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE roth, 1908. 
PLace oF MEETING NOT YET DECIDED. 


6.30 p.m. Evening Session. 


Paper: W. G. Strother, President, Yorkshire Branch, 
L.A.A., “The Library Assistants’ Outlook from a 
Provincial Point of View.” 


Retiring Chairman’s Address—“ Progress of Librarian- 
ship during 1907-8.” 
8.0 p.m. Annual Business Meeting. 
Presentation of Annual Report. 
Election of Officers and Committee. 
New Chairman’s Address. 
July 8th. Excursion To Eppinc Forest. 

The details of this pleasure party (which we shall owe to the kind- 
ness of our late Hon. Secretary, Mr. Geo. E. Roebuck, Chief Librarian 
of Walthamstow), are not settled upon yet. It is hoped, however, 
that it will take the form of a picnic in one of the most beautiful 
parts of the forest. 

Note.—The Committee is always glad to receive offers of 
papers for the Monthly Meetings, and to consider suggestions of 
topics for discussion. 

W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 
Hon. Sec., Education Sub-Committee. 
WILLIAM A. PEPLOW, 
Assistant Hon. Sec., L.A.A. 
Central Library, Town Hall, Croypon. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF A LIBRARY SERVICE.* 
By Joun Barr, The Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 


The difficulty of answering the question as to how many 
persons require a library has been felt. Generally speaking, it 
is purely a question of locality and financial resources. Probably 
one library for every 25,000 inhabitants would sufficiently an- 
swer all reasonable demands. For a borough of 100,000 
inhabitants we would therefore provide four libraries: a large 
central and three branches of reasonable size. We should state 
here en passant that we much prefer one or two well-equipped 
branch establishments to any number of delivery stations or 
‘* make-shifts.’’ To the public branches are more acceptable, 
and in their interest should be provided. 

To ascertain to what extent these libraries should be 
stocked, the number of readers they should accommodate, and 
the departments required should receive our earliest attention. 

From a digest of reports from 300 libraries made by Mr. 
J. D. Brown, and published in the Municipal Journal, March 
9th, 1906, it was found that 6 per cent. of the population 
become borrowers, but where funds permit it is better to adopt 
a more liberal policy, say 10 per cent. On an average three 
volumes are allowed each reader, which we have changed to 
five, entailing that a normal stock of 50,000 volumes is neces- 
sary for the lending departments, 20,000 at the central, and 
10,000 at each branch. 

From the same source it is ascertained that, on an average, 
24 per cent. of the population use the reading rooms. As it 
would be our constant endeavour to make this a popular, 
attractive, and useful department, we would rely on a greater 
use being made of it, say 5 per cent. Allowing that they are 

| kept open 12 hours daily an average attendance of 416 visitors 

| at the four libraries is gained. The total accommodation in 
the general reading rooms of all the libraries is 365, and 50 
additional in the reference department at the central, making 
a total of 415. 

A juvenile department (reading room and lending section) 
| is now considered one of the most important branches of 
| library work, and we would provide one at each library. 

To complete the buildings a lecture hall is necessary. 

As an agency in extension work it is invaluable. 





| * Abstract of an essay submitted in Section V. of the Library Associa- 
| tion Examination, 1907. The question was: ‘‘ How would you organise a 

library service for a county borough with 100,000 inhabitants, in which 
| the Id. rate produces £6,000? ”’ 
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Buildings, etc.—To satisfactorily accommodate the books 
and readers outlined, the following is necessary :— 


CENTRAL LIBRARY. 


Ground Floor. 
General reading room: to accommodate 140 readers 
seated, at 17 sq. ft. per reader, 200 magazines, and 
about 50 newspapers displayed on wall slopes ...... 2,380 sq. ft. 
Lending department (open access): to shelve 20,000 vols. 
in Lambert’s steel bookcases, allowing 6 feet for 


passages and extra for barriers, etc. .........ssseeeeseeee SO ws & 
Juvenile department: 95 readers at 14 sq. ft. per reader, 
plus 250 sq. ft. for lending accessories ..........s.s-ssse00s Se «sé 


First Floor. 

Reference department : 50 readers at 20 sq. ft. per reader. 
Special tables as in use at Liverpool, with bookcases 
I SD SU I pcviccscnvencssestoosasecssecses 1,000 

Committee and librarian’s roOM —.........sscsssceereeeeeeeseee 400 

Lecture hall: to seat 150 persons at 9 sq ft. per person 1,350 


” ” 


” ”» 


” ” 











8,710 > ” 
Extras :— 
TE “edcdeinccaterwnnsdccencicadaccnnioeudcecnicndacenemsecies fae 
faa 
NE IIE RN ND Sokistscninsccsstdcncsinnersenesiciasete ae ss. a 
10,700 ,, 





Accommodation for other administrative offices such as 
staff and work-rooms could be found on a mezzanine floor, 
or in the basement. 

Allowing 15 feet for the internal height of the ground floor, 
14 feet for the first floor, and 15 feet additional for founda- 
tions and roof ridges, we find that the cubical contents of 
the building are 417,300 cubic feet. At the rate of 8d. per 
cubic foot (on the authority of a provincial architect in practice 
it seldom exceeds this sum) the cost of the building would 
approximate £13,910, and allowing 15 per cent. for contin- 
gencies (furnishings excepted) the inclusive cost would not 
exceed £16,000 :— 


BRANCHES. 


General reading room: to accommodate 75 readers at 
15 sq. ft.* per reader. About 100 magazines would 
be provided, and in an open bookcase a collection 





Se DOIIIED WINE. catsesiniccscicciericssresacsec 1,125 sq. ft. 
Lending department: to shelve 10,000 vols. ............06 ieee ws « 
Juvenile department : 50 readers at 14 sq. ft. per reader. 

150 sq. ft. extra for lending accessories ...........++++ ae i. os 
Lecture hall: to seat 70 persons at 9 sq. ft. per person 630 ,, ,, 
SN EE eechncceemsacanvenncreressivecnsecsiessssseesecsinciens ea 

3,855 ,, 5, 
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Extras :— 
MENS, Su cevcuneiehuncdeabcicabedusweosneusuensseasuatecseusaens ae és 
4,205 ” %” 
ID RI CT IN) ci evccesess scans cicsiacanveneasneases G28 .. 2 
4,730 5, a 





* No newspapers are provided at the branches, consequently a slight 
curtailment in the unit of accommodation can be effected. 

The library buildings would occupy one floor only. In 
other respects the factors used for the central would apply, 
viz.: 15 feet for internal height of reading rooms, etc., and 10 
feet extra for foundations and roof ridges, which makes the 
cubical content of the building 118,250 cubic feet. At 8d. 
per cubic foot the cost would be £3,942, and allowing 15 
per cent. additional for contingences (furnishings excepted) the 
inclusive cost would be £4, 540. For the three branches about 
£13,620; and for the four libraries not more than £30,000. 

In such a paper as this the question of sites may be dis- 
missed in a word. Only those sites which conform to the 
necessary requirements as regards position, extent, and nature 
would be acquired. To find to what extent the loans item 
will be affected we are obliged to assume a price for sites. We 
do not anticipate that in a county borough of the extent de- 
noted the cost per square yard would exceed 25s. Accepting 
this figure as basis, the cost of the sites for the four libraries 
would be about £3,170. A loan of this amount would accord- 
ingly be raised, and repaid within 50 years—3} per cent. of 
the principal being paid as interest. For this purpose alone 
we would lay aside £200 annually. 


Immediately the question of buildings and sites has been 
satisfactorily settled we would consider the time opportune to 
encroach upon the generosity of Dr. Carnegie. We adopt this 
course in the light of modern library practice, which has sanc- 
tioned this procedure. The sum required is £30,000, which 
we anticipate would cover the cost of buildings, including fix- 
tures but not movable furniture; and this sum would accord- 
ingly be requested. 

We would also consider it expedient to consult with the 
borough engineer, and the chief sanitary officer, as to the 
best methods to adopt in regard to drainage, heating and 
ventilation, and the policy of the buildings generally; and with 
their advice to draft regulations for the guidance of architects. 

Generally, we should say that the buildings would be 
carried out as follows :—The building material for the structure 
would be that generally in use in the locality, stone being 
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preferred to brick. The floors of all departments would be 
laid with wood blocks, and the vestibule with mosaic. The 
walls of reading rooms, etc., would be panelled with oak or 
mahogany, the remaining part being painted and decorated. 
The entrance hall would have a tiled dado 8 or 9 feet high. 
Electricity would be used for lighting; the low pressure hot- 
water system for heating, and ventilation would be assisted 
by means of electric fans. 

As regards furnishings it would be our desire to provide 
material as durable and handsome as possible, designed with 
taste in order to make the interior of the buildings attractive. 
A capable architect may confidently be entrusted with this 
work, and in consultation with the librarian will succeed in 
combining utility and artistic finish. 

For the cost of furniture, which is not included in the cost 
of buildings, we calculate that 10 per cent. of the cost of 
buildings alone would be ample allowance. Accordingly a 
loan of £2,574 would be raised, which would be repaid in nine 
annual instalments of £376 each, including interest on prin- 
cipal at the rate of 34 per cent. 


(To be concluded.) 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 





The thirtieth Annual Meeting of the Library Association 
was held at Glasgow from September 16th to 19th, about 200 
members and others taking part. This is the second time the 
Association has visited the business capital of Scotland, the first 
being in 1888. Since that year the whole excellent system of 
district libraries has been inaugurated, and the building of the 
new Mitchell Library started upon. By a happy and appro- 
priate arrangement the laying of the foundation stone of the 
latter by Dr. Carnegie was fixed for the week of the Con- 
ference. 

For the first time in the history of the Association the 
choice of a President has fallen upon a municipal librarian, and 
the election of Mr. F. T. Barrett to that office is most popular. 
Mr. Barrett has seen thirty years’ service at Glasgow. 

The preliminary function took the form of a civic reception 
in the City Chambers on Monday evening, September 16th, 
when the guests were received by Lord Provost Bilsland and 
the Magistrates. During an interval for oratory, the Lord 
Provost, who presided, extended a hearty welcome to the Asso- 
ciation, and speeches were delivered by Mr. Battersby, convenor 
of the Libraries Committee, and others. 
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Tuesday morning’s session was timed for 9.30. The Lord 
Provost introduced Dr. Carnegie to the Association, and that 
gentleman made an interesting speech, in which he emphasised 
the need for trained librarains. 

Mr. Barrett then delivered his presidential address and had 
something very practical to say on many of the questions at 
present occupying the attention of library authorities. Speak- 
ing on the difficulty of extending public library facilities to the 
rural districts, he gave some striking figures, showing what 
might be done by a union of public effort and private benevo- 
lence, quoting the case of the State of Massachusetts, which, 
with a population of 3,000,000 possessed 700 public libraries, 
while in the United Kingdom, with its population of 40,000,000 
the number of public libraries was not much more than 1,000. 
Mr. Barrett went on to remark that like every other institution, 
the public library had its detractors, and to deal with some of 
the objections. He appealed to authors and publishers to give 
more attention to the title pages of books. Many books were 
now issued with titles so brief, so uninforming, at times so 
misleading, as to convey little idea, or an erroneous idea, of the 
character of the book. Without reverting to the title pages of 
the 16th and 17th centuries, he ventured to think that titles 
might, with great advanage, be made fuller. The speaker 
concluded with some eloquent remarks on the relation of the 
library to the community. 

Mr. Henry R. Tedder, F.S.A., Librarian and Secretary 
of the Atheneum, London, followed with a paper on ‘‘ The 
Librarian and his Relations with Books.’’ He said it was 
only when he came in direct association with books that a 
librarian could claim to belong to one of the liberal professions. 
The librarian should not restrict himself to business details. 

At the evening session Mr. Samuel Smith, City Librarian, 
Sheffield, read a paper dealing with an experiment in connection 
with a subscription library. He explained that since the in- 
troduction of the net book system it had been found impossible 
to purchase many desirable books on travel, history, art, and 
biography, owing to the prohibitive price. By an arrangement 
with a wholesale firm they had the use, at Sheffield, of 100 
volumes of high-class books, none of which were fiction, for an 
annual payment of £35. The books were interchangeable at 
any period, in any quantities, and carriage was paid both 
ways. 

The remainder of the evening was devoted to lectures by 
Mr. Cyril Davenport, V.D., F.S.A., British Museum, on 
“English and Scottish Royal Heraldry on Books,’’ and Mr. 
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R. W. Sindall, F.C.S., on ‘‘ Modern Printing Papers.’’ Both 
lectures were illustrated by lantern slides. 


On Wednesday morning Dr. J. B. Paton, Hon. Secretary 
of the National Home Reading Union, read a paper, prepared 
by Mr. L. Stanley Jast and himself,on new proposals in regard 
to public libraries by the N.H.R.U. During the discussion the 
Union came in for some adverse criticism. 


Mr. H. W. Fovargue, Hon. Solicitor to the Association, 
contributed a paper on “‘ The liability of Public Libraries to be 
assessed for Rates and Taxes,’’ and moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was carried unanimously :— 


‘** That the Council of the Library Association be requested 
to obtain information as to the assessment of public libraries 
and the amounts paid in respect of them during the last financial 
year for rates and taxes; to consider the desirability of obtain- 
ing the decision of the Court of Appeal, and, if necessary, of 
the House of Lords on the question of the liability of public 
libraries to be assessed for rates; and to take such steps as 
in their judgment may be necessary to secure the co-operation 
of library authorities in the matter.”’ 

The afternoon was devoted to visiting the district libraries, 
the Technical College, and the Athenzum. 

In the evening the Annual Business Meeting of the 
Association was held. 

At the Thursday morning session ‘‘ The Net Books 
Question ’’ was introduced by Councillor Abbott, Manchester, 
and Mr. W. E. Doubleday, Hampstead. Mr. Abbott referred to 
a proposal to form a co-operative book-purchasing association, 
which would seek to obtain a remission on books by purchasing 
them wholesale from the publishers, but refrained from giving 
details of the scheme because he considered that it was not 
advisable to make them public meantime. The London Book- 
sellers’ Association was their strongest opponent, and it had 
to be got over. Mr. Doubleday said that they, as librarians, 
were not opposed to the net book system as a system. What 
they objected to was the application of that system to public 
bodies, which were virtually, if not technically, wholesale 
buyers. A brisk discussion followed. 

Brief reports on the work of the various committees of 
the Council were then presented. 

The Annual Dinner was held in the evening at the Grand 
Hotel, about 150 ladies and gentlemen attending. During the 
evening Mr. Tedder, in the name of the Association, presented 
a silver bowl and a purse of gold to Mr. H. D. Roberts, late 
hon. secretary ofthe Education Committee. 
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Friday was entirely devoted to excursions to places of in- 
terest. The social side of the Conference was not neglected, 
and the splendid arrangements made by the Glasgow authorities 
for the entertainment of the visitors were much appreciated. 





SURVEY OF THE MONTH. 





By the Hon. SEcRETARY. 





With this issue our readers receive the Sessional Pro- 
gramme. It has many interesting details, and is thoroughly 
practical. As in former years, we have to acknowledge the 
great courtesy we have experienced at the hands of librarians 
and library authorities ; most of these have cordially placed their 
libraries at our disposal for meetings, and in many cases the 
chief librarian has undertaken to preside. While all have been 
kind to us, we may specially mention Mr. Henry Guppy, who 
has promised to come from Manchester to give the Inaugural 
Address of the Winter and Lent Term. Mr. Guppy has many 
friends among London assistants, and we are sure they will 
be glad to meet him again. The Inaugural Meeting of the 
Session also promises to be as successful as any preceding simi- 
lar gathering. Professor Gollancz, who, we may remark, has 
greatly interested himself in the literary training of the librarian 
and will conduct lectures at King’s College to suit his needs, 
will probably deal with the literary side of librarianship. We 
shall also have an opportunity of seeing the London Institution 
itself. This remarkable institution has a fine library of over 
100,000 volumes, including many incunabula and rarities. We 
trust, therefore, that every member who possibly can will keep 
October 16th open, and will attend. At the time of writing, 
the arrangements for the next Annual Meeting are not con- 
cluded. It is hoped, however, to make this important function 
as interesting as in former years. Our provincial members 
will, of course, read the speeches and papers in these pages, 
but we should like to meet some of them now and then in 
London. We hope many will be found in London who will 
follow the lead already given and offer hospitality to provincial 
friends, and that the latter will be ready to accept it. The 
excellent accounts in The Times and other London newspapers 
give one a very fair idea of the trend of the discussion at Glas- 
gow on the vexatious net books question. No resolution was 
passed, but it was hinted that a scheme for a_ co-operative 
book-buy'ng bureau was under consideration. In the 
Glasgow Herald we read Mr. Carnegie’s address on the li- 
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brarian. He complains that the status of the librarian is low, 
he suggests that he should receive greater monetary considera- 
tion, that the library stands or falls by the man directing it, and 
that the librarian should be recognised as the physician and 
priest are recognised. From Mr. Carnegie these remarks are 
merely amusing, seeing that by building bookless, incomeless 
libraries, he has done more than any man to bring il!-equipped 
men into the profession. A Carnegie provincial library that can- 
not afford books cannot afford to pay a professional librarian, 
and the man appointed is merely another unfit recruit. The 
satire of Mr. Carnegie’s remarks is even more biting when he 
compares the superior technical training of the American li- 
brarian with ours; for has he not endowed library schools there, 
and does he not give thousands of pounds to American towns 
where he gives hundreds to British? Moreover, Mr. Carnegie 
has never lifted a finger in this country for the education of 
the librarian. As will be seen by the brief report of the Com- 
mittee’s doings on another page, a sub-committee has been 
formed to consider by what means the establishing of a Register 
of Librarians can be accomplished. It may be objected that 
our Association is not the proper body to consider this question, 
but such a view is short-sighted. From our ranks will be 
chosen the librarians of the future, and as every year increases 
outside competition we are more intimate'y affected by the 
question than are the chief librarians of to-day. Moreover, 
there is no suggestion of rivalry with any other body which 
desires to further this end; we merely wish thoroughly to venti- 
late the matter, to awaken librarians, chief and assistant, to 
its importance. An announcement of lectures of interest 
on another page is of some moment to our London members, 
as affording knowledge of valuable supplements to means of 
education in literature. We hope next year to be able to 
tabulate all the courses of London lectures likely to be of value 
to assistants. There are useful lectures on various days of the 
week, which will probably furnish help to those whose duties 
prevent them attending the welcome course at King’s College. 
We appeal to librarians and assistants to furnish us with pro- 
grammes and syllabuses of University Extension and similar 
courses in their districts. The topics of special value are 
literature, municipal and other local government, and history. 

The syllabus of the London School of Economics is now 
in the hands of our members. It promises to be a very good 
session. The lectures on organisation and administration by 
Mr. Brown kave become an essential part of the curriculum. 
Mr. Jast again discourses on classification, and any of our 
members who wish to grasp the essentials of this subject in a 
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way that it is impossible to do by reading the available litera- 
ture, can confidently be recommended to take this course. A 
drastic change is the appointment of the new diplomatist, Mr. 
W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A., one of the youngest librarians in 
London, to lecture on cataloguing. This is a large position to 
occupy in the professional world, but Mr. Prideaux has given 
so many evidences of unusual ability that we believe he will 
acquit himself well; we shall watch the experiment with great 
interest. Mr. H. V. Hopwood will give a course next year on 
the Institut International and its classification, a subject with 
which he is thoroughly conversant, and one of yearly increas- 
ing value. Mr. Fovargue completes the syllabus with a brief 
course on library legislation, a subject in which more candidates 
fail than in any other. We hear with great pleasure that 
the Education Committee of the Library Association has ap- 
proached several educational bodies in the provinces with a 
view to establishing library courses. We learn that Leeds 
University and Armstrong College, Newcastle, are both favour- 
able to the scheme, and that others have it under consideration. 
This is news, indeed, and we look forward to the time when 
every university shall have a library course as a recognised 
part of its work. Mr. Guppy’s report on the classes at 
the Manchester School of Technology makes inspiring reading. 
The subjects treated were Bibliography, Library Administration, 
English Literature and French, and in addition five hours were 
devoted to demonstrations at the John Rylands Library. Mr. 
Guppy believes, and we share his belief, that under his direction 
many have obtained a new and higher view of the relation of 
the librarian to literature. A significant note is that the women 
students ‘‘ displayed much more interest, intelligence and en- 
thusiasm than the men.’’ Well, the men should be ashamed 
to read it! Pressure on our space precludes any notice 
of this month’s literature, which, although interesting, presents 
nothing of great importance. 


THE COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Committee was held on Wednesday, September 18th, 
at the Shoreditch Public Library. Mr. W. Benson Thorne presided. 

The arrangements for the Session were completed, the Inaugural 
Meeting was discussed in detail and fixed for October 16th at the London 
Institution at 8 p.m. The following resolution was adopted, and a Sub- 
committee of eight appointed. 

“That the question of the Registration of Librarians is one of 
grave importance to members of this Association, and that it is 
desirable to appoint a Sub-committee to consider what steps may be 
taken to further the inauguration of such a register; such Sub- 
committee to report within the next three months.”’ 
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An offer from Mr. Inkster to provide free tickets to the University 
Extension lectures at Battersea Town Hall for members of the Association 
was cordially accepted. It was resolved that the Chairman of the Asso- 
ciation be sent to represent the Committee at the Annual Meeting of the 
Yorkshire Branch. A vote of thanks to Mr. Stephen for his work in 
compiling the Index to ‘* The Library Assistant’? was carried. The 
Annual Dinner was fixed for Wednesday, November 20th. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


CaRNEGIE LipraRy OF PittsBuRGH: Classified Catalogue. Part 1—General 
Works. Part 9—Biography. 1907. 

St. Bripe Founpation INstituTE: Second Supplement to the Catalogue of 
the General Library, compiled by the Librarian [F. W. T. Lange]. 
1907. 

Annual Reports from Ashton-in-Makerfield, Baillie’s Institution (Glas- 
gow), Fulham, Harlesden, Kensal Rise, Manchester, Newark (New Jersey), 
Richmond (Surrey), Westminster and Willesden Green. 

Library Magazines from Brooklyn, Croydon, Finsbury, Fulham, 
Harlesden, Leyton, Manchester, Nottingham, Pittsburgh, and Pratt Insti- 
tute (Brooklyn, New York). 

We have also received the Sixth biennial Report of the Free Library 
Commission of Wisconsin. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
fo the Editor of “* The Library Assistant.” 
The Anomalies of Library Nomenclature. 


Sir,—i was giad to see a reference in your last issue to the necessity 
for wha: may be termed the standardisation of library nomenclature, 
the need of which is specially emphasised by the ridiculous advertisement 


recently emanating from a South London Library. That a metropolitan 
borough with a population of over 100,000, and in which the ld. rate 
products about £2,5U0 per annum, should invite applications for the post 
ot ** Chiet Assistant ’’ at a salary of £55 per annum apparently shows 
how littie importance 1s at present attached to the terminology of library 
positions. Lhis ambiguity is detrimental to the profession as a whole, 
tor how can we hope to impress public opinion as to the importance of 
our craft while such advertisements appear? If the chief assistant in a 
library is only worth 2ls. per week and the road sweeper outside can 
command about 26s., what conclusion can we possibly expect from out- 
siders? Of course 1 know comparisons are odious, still they are some- 
times conducive of good results, and 1 will therefore venture to make yet 
another belore concluding. In the adjoining Borough of Woolwich the 
salary of the ‘** Boy Assistants”? rises to £55 per annum, whilst the 
chief assistant’s commencing salary is £120 with residential quarters in 
addition. What are we to deduce from this? The population is about 
the same; the rate produces about £500 more; the area of the borough 
is twice that of Greenwich, and there are three libraries to maintain as 
against two in the latter district. Is it not that in Woolwich some 
attempt has been made by the Council to approximate the salary to the 
position, whilst in the other borough we must either conclude that little 
imporiance is attached to the office, or that it is another of those oft 
recurring cases of ‘‘ terminological inexactitude.’’ 

W. Geo. CHAMBERS. 
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To the Editor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.” 
Summer School for Assistants. 


Sir,—I have received the following letter from Mr. Frank P. Hill, the 
Chief Librarian of the Brooklyn Public Libraries, and an ex-President of 
the American Library Association. It will, I think, be of some interest to 
your readers. Mr. Hill is a man of very wide experience in library affairs, 
and his approval may well be set against tne captious and uninformed 
criticism of the scheme for a summer school which recently emanated from 
two librarians up north. As a matter of fact I do not care twopence for 
antagonistic criticism from librarians. Either the scheme approved by the 
Council will meet a want, or it will not, and when particulars of the 
school are sent out we shall very soon find whether assistants are prepared 
to give the scheme their support, if they are not the scheme will of course 
be dropped. 

[Enclosure.] 


Brooklyn Public Library, 26 Brevoort Place, 


August 29th, 1907. 
Mr. L. Stanley Jast, 


Public Library Croydon, England. 
My dear Mr. Jast,— 

In ‘‘ The Library Assistant’? for August I note a report of the 
Committee on Summer Schools. It is a very clear report, and I hope will 
result in the establishment of your school on the lines laid down. In this 
country we have found that many of our assistants take advantage of the 
opportunity offered by our Summer School to improve themselves during 
the summer time, and I have no doubt that your assistants will do the 
same thing there. 

Very truly yours, 
Frank P. Hitt. 
Faithfully yours, 
L. STaNnvey Jast, 


Hon. Secretary, Library Association. 
Central Library, Croydon. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. WitiiaM GranaM, Assistant Librarian, Gateshead, to be Librarian, 
Ilkley. 

*Mr. H. S. Brunt, Assistant, Buxton, to be Assistant, The Library, 
Sheffield University. 

*Mr. T. W. Huck, Senior Assistant, Darlington, to be Librarian of the 
Literary and Scientific Institution, Saffron Walden, Essex. 

*Mr. E. Terry, Junior Assistant, Woolwich, to be Chief Assistant, 
Greenwich. 

* Member of the L.A.A. 





NEW MEMBERS. 


Senior: Messrs. L. M. Ewing, Mitchell Library, Glasgow; G. V. R. 
Maynard, Watford; and R. Lillie, G.W.R. Mechanics’ Institute, Swindon. 

Junior: Miss E. E. Bobbitt, Islington; Miss E. Gerard, Worthing; 
Miss N. A. Morgan, Islington; Messrs. H. Dixon, Croydon; T. Irving, 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow; F. V. Mills, Croydon; G. H. Pickering, 
Gainsborough. 
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THE L.A.A. CRICKET MATCH. 

As recorded last month, the return match between the assistants North 
of the Thames and the assistants South of the Thames was played at 
Regent’s Park on Wednesday, August 28th. The weather was ideal. 
Mr. Denton again captained the North team and Mr. Blakey the South. 
Blakey won the toss, and Peplow and Wright opened the innings for the 
South. The latter played an exceedingly fine innings, and was finally caught 
for 14. Peplow was bowled by Stewart for 13. Mills followed, but 
speedily succumbed to the deadly bowling of Stewart for 3. His place was 
filled by Blakey, who after having made two drives for 4 was caught off 
Stewart for 8. The other scorers for the South were Davidson (C.), 6; 
Peters, 4. 

The North team then began their innings with a score of 65 to get to 
win. Stewart and Denton opened the game. The latter was quickly 
dismissed by Blakey for 2, and was followed by Steele, who also was 
bowled by Blakey for 4. Stewart was eventually bowled by Blakey for 13. 
The other scorers were King, 8; and Rivers, 4. The final result was that 
the South team were again victorious by 25 runs. Scores :— 

South.—Peplow 13, Wright 14, Mills 3, Blakey 8, Davidson (C.) 6, 
Peters 4, Davidson (T.) 1, Kenny 2, Sayers not out 0, Hillier 1, Beer 0, 
byes 12. Total 64. 

North.—Stewart 13, Denton 2, Steele 4, Perry 0, Sureties 0, King 8, 
Coutts 1, Rivers 4, Sunley 1, Bailey 0, Bradford not out 0, byes 5. 
Total 39. 

We should especially commend the bowling of Mr. Blakey, who took 
eight wickets; it is perfectly just to ascribe the victory of the South to 
his excellent play. Much credit is due to the assistant hon. secretary (Mr. 
W. A. Peplow) for having so successfully organised the match. Owing 
to his efforts the cricket match may now be considered a regular feature 
of the Association’s year. 


LECTURES ON ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

A class for the study of English Literature will be conducted by Mr. 
John Scott, B.A., consisting of 10 lectures devoted to ‘‘ Studies in the 
Mind and Art of Tennyson,’’ on Tuesday evenings, commencing October 
Ist, at 8 p.m., at the Town Hall, Fulham. Free tickets of admission may 
be obtained through the General Hon. Secretary of the L.A.A. 


The London County Council has inaugurated a course of 25 lectures 
on ‘‘ Aspects of Victorian Literature,’? to be given by Mr. John H. 
Greenwood at the William Street School, Hammersmith Road, W., on 
Thursdays from 7.30—9.30, commencing September 26th. Tickets for the 
whole course may be obtained at the Centre, price 2/6 for students over 16, 
and 1/6 for younger students. 


West Ham Technical Institute, Romford Road, E.—‘‘ The Develop- 
ment of Literatures.’? A course of 25 University Extension Lectures, by 
Professor W. H. Hudson. Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock, followed by a 
Student’s Class at 9. Commence October 8th. Free. 


Toynbee Hall, Commercial Street, E.—‘‘ Shakespeare.’’ A course of 
University Extension Lectures (25), by A. Rickett, M.A., LL.D., on Wed- 
nesday evenings at 8. Commence October 9th. Fee, One Shilling. 


Borough Polytechnic, Borough Road, S.E.—Reading Circles in Eng- 
lish Literature will be held on Monday evenings at 9 o’clock and Friday 
evenings at 8. 
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